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Naledf Shsnge 

EFF leader Julius Malema yesterday 
asked Judge Raymond Zondo, who 
has spoken out about how women 
are not equally represented in the 
judiciary, why he did not decline his 
nomination to the deputy chief jus- 
tice position, and allow it to be giv- 
en to a woman instead. 

Malema is one of the commission- 
ers interviewing candidates for the 
senior judicial position. 

He asked whether the appoint- 
ment of a male candidate to the dep- 
uty chief justice position would be 
two steps backwards iri gender 


transformation as a woman, Bess 
Nkabinde, was acting in the post. 

Nkabinde’s 12-year term comes 
to an end on December 31, making 
her ineligible to permanently take 
up the post. 

“Why didn’t you decline the nom- 
ination?” Malema asked. 

Zondo said: “I am here because 
the president [Jacob Zuma] wrote 
to the JSC and said that he is con- 
sidering appointing me deputy 
chief justice.” 

“I don’t have the information that 
the president had at his disposal in 
making the decision he made, but 
when 1 was told that this board is 


required to give its views on me, I 
availed myself for the interview.” 

Earlier, Chief Justice Mogoeng 
Mogoeng, who is chairing the inter- 
views, declared that he and Zondo 
were friends, having met at univer- 
sity in 1981. 

Malema asked whether Zondo 
was not concerned about the per- 
ceptions that would arise if two 
friends were to head the highest 
court in the land. 

He asked whether his appointment 
would not damage the good reputa- 
tion of the office of the chief justice. 

Zondo said their friendship 
would not affect his integrity. 


He serves as a Constitutional 
Court judge and said that he and 
Mogoeng were able to have differ- 
ing views on court matters, despite 
the fact that they were friends. 

Mogoeng also questioned Zondo 
on whether he thought any harm 
could come from two friends, who 
both have integrity, working side by 
side towards a common case. 

Zondo said: “No.” 

Should he get the job, Zondo 
would like to open a debate about 
changing the way trials are conduct- 
ed and proposed that trial matters 
be brought before the courts by 
way of affidavits. 


He said trials were usually 
dragged out longer than necessary 
because parties tended to withhold 
evidence until it was convenient to 
present it. 

“Affidavits would force that ev- 
eryone disclose [what they have] 
beforehand,” he said. 

He also said that during his time 
as Judge President of the Labour 
Court and Labour Appeal Court, he 
had initiated a programme to devel- 
op black labour lawyers and judges. 

“The reality was that a lot of black 
lawyers did not have much knowl- 
edge on labour law,” Zondo said. 

“A lot of black labour lawyers 


were not getting that work. A lot of 
women were not getting that work.” 

He brought in experienced black 
women lawyers whom he believed 
were sound in law and tasked them 
with cases. 

Later the commission heard that 
racial divisions existed between 
judges serving in the Supreme 
Court of Appeal. 

Acting SCA president Mandisa 
Maya said they were working on 
changing this. 

“If there is any court that needs 
diversity training, it is our court. We 
simply don’t get along,” Maya said 
during her interview for the SCA 


president post. She said that she 
was behind organising a diversity 
seminar for her colleagues . 

“Many colleagues signed up for it 
and the results of it were positive,” 
Maya said. 

The day after the two-day semi- 
nar, Maya said she was shocked to 
see the immediate transformation. 

“I went to the tearoom and, for 
the first time, I walked in and saw 
judges sitting, mixing, a white judge 
sitting next to a black judge and a 
coloured judge,” she said. 

Previously the different races oc- 
cupied their own corners. 







